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HE failure to receive any word from Stanley causes serious 
apprehensions for the fate of the intrepid explorer. . 
The superstitious fear of the Chinese that, when an eclipse oc- 


curs, there is a dragon about to devour the sun, still retains its 
hold on some of the people, and leads to beating gongs and 
other demonstrations to frighten away the monster. . . . Satan 
is turning American enterprise to his own advantage. Rice is 
imported from India for beer-making purposes ; then liquors 
are carried to Iidia and sold, and thus a Christian nation is 
not only debauching a heathen one, but is bringing it into com- 
plicity with the monstrous business by making it an object for 
them to raise rice for the purpose. One vessel of the Bremen 
line brought to New York 2,800 bags of cracked rice, each one 
weighing 240 pounds. The brewers produce with it the lighter 
shades of beer. . . . The Royal Niger Company has prohibited 
the sale of intoxicatingyiquors in its territory. . . . The gover- 
nor of Alaska appeals for help. He says that the Seal Fishery 
Company are so debasing the natives by furnishing them with 
intoxicating liquors that the matter should receive attention at 
once. . . . One of the largest congregations in the world, num- 
bering 4,500 members, is on the Island of Hawaii, recovered 
from savagery within the memory of living men. 
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SHALL WE UNITE? 


ECENT articles in the Morning Star and Free Baptist 
show that there is an “arrest of thought” on the part of 
many people in regard to our present methods of doing mis- 
sionary work. It is well. The world would stagnate were there 
not constant agitation, such as ever marks progress and devel- 
opment. Many people are honestly asking, Is it wisest for us 
to do our missionary work through the Free Baptist Foreign 
Missionary Society and the Woman’s Society, or would it be 
wiser to unite our forces, and have but one society ? 

Without attempting to find an immediate answer to the ques- 
tion, let us consider some facts bearing upon it. First, what 
was Our position in relation to missionary work fourteen or fif- 
teen years ago? For some months there had been coming a 
wail of agony from India. “Shall we give up the ship? We 
can not hold out much longer,’’ was the burden of the cry. 

The whole work of planning was in the hands of the F. B. 
Foreign Missionary Society. The Board representing that So- 
ciety was deeply stirred by the appeals, but it was doing its 
best, and did not know what to do next. The future was dark. 
Now, let it be remembered that, at this time, this society was 
the one medium of work for the whole denomination, for 
women as well as men. We do not think it had even occurred 
to any one to try to determine the status of the women in the 
churches, and therefore the difficulty which our friends of the 
M. E. Conference recently found, when they tried to place the 
women delegates somewhere and found no place for them, 
either among the clergy or laymen, had not appeared to disturb 
people’s minds. The work that was then being done for mis- 
sions was the work of the whole church, and it was certainly 
not at the point of a brilliant success. 

The women had had a kind of subordinate organization to 
“‘help those men,” but it had lived a weary life, without definite 
plans, gathering none of the inspiration that comes from re- 
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sponsibility. Its last meeting had been held by four women, 
who hardly knew why they had met, on the steps of the church 
where the anniversaries were being held, the vestry and other 
available places being occupied by the different boards and 
committees of the brethren whose meetings were of first im- 
portance. There was, therefore, at the time when the wail 
came over from India, no woman's society existing. 

Now, suppose that at that time some one had proposed that 
real help would come to the work by placing an equal propor- 
tion of men and women on the Foreign Mission Board. What 
would he have been called,—a crank, a fanatic, an enthusiast, 
or a simpleton? And yet, in God’s providence, that was the 
very thing to be aimed at. But in the moral, as in the physical 
world, things must grow. Mythology may show us a Cadmus 
with his sudden crop of armed men, but real spiritual life 
never. In order for women to be valuable members of the 
Board, they must learn by experience to carry on work for 
themselves, and their brothers must see by actual results that 
they could do it. We do not say that it would have been zm- 
possible for them to get this culture on the same Board with 
their brothers at that time, but i” the nature of things it would 
have been impossible. We doubt if the women could have 
been found who would have accepted the position. It would 
have been too great a shock to their previous ideas of their 
proper position. They were too uncultured in the belief that 
they could do the work. They had /o/owed too long to be 
able to take their places among /eaders, until they learned by 
God’s own leading that unawares they had become leaders. 
Our brothers would probably have felt that such an innovation 
would shake the foundations of society,—that the homes were 
in danger. There needed to be growth,—development of 
ideas. 

In the meantime, the wail kept on sounding, and the poor 
fathers did not know what to do for the sick child, but the 
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mothers’ ears were attent, and their warm, impulsive hearts 
responded, “Something must be done. Let’s go to work.” 
There was just one plan, one thought,—our struggling mission 
needed help. It could be given. It must be given. And be- 
cause efficient work can only be done through organization, 
the women organized. We do not see what else there was for 
them to do, and be true to themselves and the Master’s work. 

Immediately following organization came assumed responsi- 
bilities ; with these, financial plans to meet them ; then study 
of methods of work and results. God’s plan for the prepara- 
tion of women for wider usefulness was in operation. The 
years have passed ; organization has extended, workers have 
been developing, and the work extending. Free Baptist women 
have been at school. The executive ability shown has surprised 
many. ‘The good financial condition of the society has puzzled 
those who had never realized that for centuries women have 
been learning how to “ make both ends meet,” and that good 
housekeeping, with its manifold details, is a wonderful educator 
for successful work of a more public kind. 

In view of all these things, the person who is ready to say, in 
a captious way, “There is no need of two societies,” meaning 
that the organization of the W. M.S. was a mistake, fails utterly 
to read aright God’s methods of guiding to greatest results. 
He who says, “ What was the need of a woman’s society ?” 
might be fairly met by the question, “In view of the fact that 
women constitute so large a proportion of the churches, what 
was the need of a society whose business was entirely transacted 
by men, as was the case in the years past? ” 

But the person who honestly asks, “‘ Have we not reached a 
time when theZinterests of our denomination can be best sub- 
served by a gradual and in time complete union of the socie- 
ties?” deals with a phase of the subject that may well command 
our careful consideration. Such a question is both timely and 
pertinent. We shall be glad to receive, from those who are 
thinking upon the subject, practical suggestions as to how this 
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may be accomplished. Theories are well in their place, but 
when things are to be done, we need to deal with the how of 
the matter. 

We shall give in the next number some thoughts in this line. 








WOMAN’S WORK. 


The last paper prepared by Mrs. J. A. DeBow, president of the Calhoun 
and North Branch Q.M.W.M.S. She died at Litchfield, Mich., April 7, 1888.] 


OW shall woman work for the advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom here on the earth? I stand amazed before the 
revelations of the last decade, as to how women may help 
Christ’s kingdom to come. What unused resources have been 
lying hid, that woman’s work for woman has called out of their 
secret places, and sent on missionary errands around the world. 
It is the dawn of a new day; and there has scarcely been a 
brighter since the angels made the Judzean air ring with melody, 
when Jesus was born. Woman is adapted to mission work, and 
for this reason the Marthas and Marys and Phoebes and Dor- 
cases must be multiplied as the drops of the morning. The 
world is waiting for just such. O ye women, whether of afflu- 
ence or poverty, whether old or young, at the call of Christianity 
go and do your woman’s work. There are treasures and ala- 
baster boxes that we may break for Jesus, if not upon him. 
There are those in heathen lands that we may bring by faith to 
Christ for healing if we will. One asks why women should be 
allowed to pray in public prayer-meeting, or to speak in social 
meetings, in view of what St. Paul says in 1 Cor. 14: 35, 36, 
and 1 Tim. 2:12. We should take care that we give no mean- 
ing to these passages different from what the apostle meant. 
Respecting Christian duty, women as well as men should use 
all the powers God gives them, to extend the kingdom of Christ 
in the world. Paul speaks of women praying or prophesying 
with uncovered heads, which clearly shows that there was no 
prohibition in regard to women praying or prophesying in pub- 
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lic. What a privilege to live in a missionary age. Since the 
last century began, the work has been extending farther from 
the center until the globe is enveloped in Christian bands of 
sympathy. We are now living in the greatest missionary era 
yet seen ; but the great command of Christ, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the Gospel,” has not yet been fulfilled. 
Of the 122,000,000 women, at least two-thirds have never 
heard the Gospel. This alone is proof enough that we should 
work, for our commission ends. when every creature has Aeard 
the Gospel. The results are left with God. We are building 
for eternity. Only in eternity will we know the work accom- 
plished. Statistics show us that there are hundreds of cities 
that have never been visited by a Christian missionary. I be- 
lieve that the Lord of the harvest has his eye upon them, and 
by his agents the Gospel will be preached to them. There are 
daughters, oh, how many, both in Christendom and heathen- 
dom, whom we by faith may bring to Christ for healing! Why 
should these blood-bought souls sit in darkness, when we can 
reach them so easily, yet revel instead in luxury at home? 
When Mrs. Amanda Smith, the Methodist colored evangelist, 
left her home comforts in Cleveland, and gave herself to the 
Lord to go and help to save Africa, I thought, “ Oh, how many 
well informed women are idling away their time and talents 
with no aim in life’s work! How much they could do for fallen 
humanity.” Some say, “There are heathen enough at home.” 
That plea we all know, and think it sounds more and more 
shameful every year, to make the imperfections of Christianity 
at home an excuse for not doing our work abroad. 

It has been said, and truly, if the record is complete and 
reliable, that men alone clamored for Jesus’ life. No woman’s 
voice was heard in the clamor. Aman betrayed him. A man 
condemned him to death. A man’s wife in greater pity begged 
to have his life spared. Of his chosen friends and disciples, 
the men, in a cowardly manner, ran away and left him in the 
hands of his destroyers. Women followed him, shedding tears 
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of sympathy and pity. Women first greeted him when he burst 
the bands of death, and triumphed over the grave. Women 
were first commissioned to go and proclaim the glad tidings of 
his resurrection. And woman to-day stands foremost in her 
Master’s work, commissioned by the great Messiah, and clothed 
in the armor of love. She will go forth to conquer the world 
with the sword of the Spirit. Ever since the Christian era 
began, women have been missionaries. Not one woman of 
any one church, but the consecrated, gifted women preachers 
of all the churches. It has been found that men who have 
gone to foreign lands as missionaries, accompanied by women, 
have been more prosperous. Women with missionary husbands 
are as much missionaries as the men, although the men have 
been ordained and salaried by the churches. Women have 
been ordained by the providence of God. Their reward is in 
heaven. ‘The divine commission, “ Go, tell my brethren,” has 
not been narrowed down by attempted human limitations. 
Thank God! Rev. D. J. Putnam once said in the Lidera/ 
Christian, “I am sure that the voice of woman will be heard 
in the pulpit of the future ; for she has many things out of the 
heart of God that men preachers do not know, and of which 
they can not tell us. She will speak things hidden from the 
foundation of the world. Eve has been too long silent. She 
must now tell us of her passionate experiences, her hopes, her 
expectations, her failures, her triumphs.’’ Vast and beautiful 
are the visions God has revealed to her self-sacrificing spirit. 
“One day,” says a missionary, “a poor widow cut off her hair 
and sold it, and gave me the money to use for God. It was 
all she could give. It was not the value of it, but the willing- 
ness that prompted the act that made it a sweet savor of love 
to the weary missionary, showing to us the promptness of the 
awakened heathen woman to work for Christ. Let the Church 
of Christ push the lines of missionary effort until every nation 
is reached with good tidings, and hope shall have been gathered 
from the Gentile nations, and through eyes only dimmed with 
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tears shall look on Him whom they have pierced and wounded 
in the house of their friends, and so all Israel shall be saved.” 

And now, dear Christian workers, we are the living epistles 

by which this critical age is deciding how it will answer the 
question, What think ye of Christ? We are leaves in the 
world’s Bible. It wants facts. In God’s name, let us give it 
the shining facts of loving, helpful lives, hid with Christ in God. 
And to you, dear brethren in the ministry, I would say, Go 
forth with new courage. We ask you to aid us in our work, 
and we will help you with our sympathy and prayers. We 
must be co-workers for the Master, if we would fulfill the com- 
mand ; and, dear brethren in the church, we need your help, 
too. The Lord will bless us all together. ; 
_ It is now about eighteen years since a few ladies met in 
Boston to devise plans to carry the Gospel to the heathen 
women, who were not allowed to attend the ministrations of 
male missionaries. From that little meeting has grown up this 
great woman’s missionary work. It has touched hearts and 
homes, rescued children and women from ignorance, built 
schools, churches, hospitals, and asylums in nearly every land. 
And now, dear brethren, is not the W. M. S. a helpmeet in 
carrying the Gospel to those who sit in darkness and the 
Shadow of death? 

To every earnest woman with heart and active brain, this 
appeal comes. If something is waiting to be done, and there 
are none more competent than we are to do it, then there is 
but one thing for a true man or woman to do,—that is, to do 
instantly the best we can. The clumsiest surgeon may be 
wanted and welcomed on the field of battle. Whatever may be 
said of the priest and Levite, the worst of their sin was that 
they passed by on the other side, and left the man to die, not 
knowing the good Samaritan was so near at hand. God 
especially calls Christian women to foster the missionary spirit. 
God is doing just as he said at the Pentecost. He has been 
visiting nation after nation, to take out of them a people for his 
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name. The spirit of missions is the spirit of Christ. With 
Christ to lead us, and Heaven to look down upon us, and the 
voice of God to bid us forward, forward into the combat, our 
‘enemies shall fly like chaff before the wind, and the Gospel will 
‘march on to victory. 


Oe 


HARPER’S FERRY. 


BY MRS. M. M. H. HILLS. 


A FTER the close of the late meeting of the International 
Council of Women at Washington, I was only too glad to 
-accede to a pressing request to visit our Normal School at 
Harper’s Ferry. Accompanied by Miss Ida Phillips, who also 
wished to spend a day there, a fifty-miles ride brought us 
thither, where we met a glad welcome. In the evening we had, 
of course, a missionary meeting. It was a large and interesting 
one. 

Nearly twenty years had passed since my first visit to this 
fount of learning, located in this historic place, for a people 
just brought ‘out of the house of bondage.” But what a 
‘change! Then the United States Government buildings for 
military officers, given us by Congress for a Freedman’s School, 
bore sad witness of the havocs of war wrought by the shots and 
shells of contending armies, as they surged back and forth dur- 
ing our four years’ fearful struggle. These buildings, four in 
mumber, designed for family residences, aside from their dilapi- 
dations, were poorly arranged for school purposes. But in them 
teachers and pupils were housed, and the work of the school 
carried on. Before the red hand of war had stricken off the 
chains of the slave, it was a crime punishable with fine, im- 
prisonment, and in some cases death, to teach a colored person, 
even if he were free, to read God’s blessed book. No sooner 
were these penalties removed, than a wonderful eagerness to 
learn was manifested by this down-trodden race. So when this 
school was opened, they came in such large numbers that they 
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soon rendered the quarters uncomfortable. Still they came, 
more and more, constantly adding to the discomforts, till they 
became almost beyond endurance. The Christ-like hearts of 
the teachers could not send them back. The men had one 
building in which they could board after a fashion, but the girls 
had to find places as they could. So strong and bitter were the 
prejudices of the inhabitants against a “ nigger school,” that it 
was useless to apply to them for rooms. The principal and his 
wife were obliged to share their own sleeping-room with four 
members of their own family, while the colored girls, poorly 
clad, living on the scantiest fare, six, or perhaps more, living, 
cooking, and sleeping in one room, in their great thankfulness 
for privileges so long denied, bore their privations bravely and 
cheerfully. 

But the contrast. Now, I found the school with the teach- 
ers pleasantly and comfortably located in three nice, large, 
convenient edifices, standing in a row, facing the east, and at 
some distance west of the government buildings. First was 
Myrtle Hall, the girls’ boarding-house. Mrs. Lightner, formerly 
Miss Lura Brackett, reigns here as queen. She is supported by 
the Free Baptist women of New Hampshire, and well indeed 
may we be thankful for our privilege, for she is doing a grand 
work for those dusky sisters, aside from her teaching. Her 
sweet manners and her lady-like bearing are molding them 
after her own likeness. The large kitchen and laundry in the 
basement furnish all conveniences needed for the girls’ work, 
and their reception-room and good-sized study and sleeping 
rooms, in the stories above, are very pleasant and inviting. 
The girl students, the past year, have numbered about seventy- 
five. 

The second, or center building, is Anthony Hall, considerably 
larger, having wings on its northern and southern sides. This 
contains the recitation rooms, the library, the chapel, etc., and 
living rooms for the principal and his family, also a small print- 
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ing establishment in the basement, where Mr. Brackett’s young- 
est son, fifteen years of age, assisted by an associate, issues a 
newspaper of very respectable appearance. 

The last building in the row is Lincoln Hall, the young men’s 
boarding-house, the same size as Myrtle Hall, with thirty-six 
rooms. Mr. Curtis, one of the teachers, with his family, at 
present resides here. The male students the past year, have 
numbered about eighty. 


I was very favorably impressed with all I saw of the school. 
I was present at an examination of the young men’s Greek 
class, taught by Mrs. Brackett. It was an honor to both teacher 
and students, showing that thorough work had been done on 
the part of both. I visited the Industrial department in An- 
thony Hall, where Mrs. Brackett was teaching a class of small 
girls to sew, and another of larger ones to cut dresses by a 
chart. The school has sent out between thirty and forty 
preachers and about five hundred teachers. In a recent exam- 
ination of white and colored teachers for the supply of the ad- 
jacent country, the rank of the teachers from Harper’s Ferry 
Normal School was higher than that of the white teachers. 

The old government buildings have been made over into 
hotels for summer boarders from the South, who come in May 
and stay till December, thus bringing in a handsome income 
towards defraying the expenses of the school. 


It would be idle for me to attempt a characterization of the 
work done by Bro. Brackett, the long-tried principal of Storer 
Normal School, and that of his faithful wife and sister, consid- 
ered either financially, educationally, or religiously. The 
crowning glory has been the rich displays of God’s power in 
the conversion of a large proportion of the students under their 
care. The Sabbath previous to my visit, ten recent converts 
were baptized. As a denomination, we owe more than we can 
now estimate to these long-suffering, earnest, patient workers. 
God bless them! Their record is on high. 
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Before closing, I must refer to my visit to Harper's Ferry 
cemetery, located on the brow of Camp Hill. Here, on the 
bank of the Shenandoah, not far from its confluence with the 
Potomac, and near one of the Government buildings, is the 
grave of our beloved missionary to the Freedmen, Rev. A. H. 
Morrell. A plain but beautiful monument of Scotch granite 
marks the spot. What place could be more fitting and appro- 
priate for the last resting-place of the earthly tabernacle than 
here among those to whom his memory is so dear. 


+ —-+~> -¢ 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN. 


HE week of March 25th to April rst will be a memorable 
period in the history of women. Weeks before the time 
mentioned, it had been announced to the public that an Inter- 
national Council of Women, assembled by the National Wom- 
en Suffrage Association, to celebrate the fortieth anniversary of 
the first Woman’s Rights Convention, would be held at our 
Nation’s Capital. Many were the comments and speculations 
on the part of the masculines as to what the outcome would be. 
Sarcastic speeches, derisive laughter, or looks of vague appre- 
hension were the result of any mention of the subject in the 
‘‘home, the heaven-appointed sphere, of woman” kind ; while 
“remonstrants ’’ among women themselves wondered what 
their strong-minded sisters would do at speech-making and 
“carryings on” defore everybody in Albaugh’s great opera 
house ! 

That the whole affair was a grand success, no one will gain- 
say. Perfect harmony and good feeling seemed to prevail 
among the ladies throughout the session. 

The topics discussed were those which must interest any 
thinking woman or man of to-day. They included temperance, 
philanthropy, education, social purity, industries, legal and 
political conditions, religion, organizations, and professions. 

Of course, only a small part of the delegates figured as speak- 
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ers. Among these (the speakers) were some that it were 
“worth a journey across the Atlantic” to listen to. Gifted 
with noble heart and clean brain, they handled their subjects 
with a tact and skill, a coolness and yet earnestness which won 
the enthusiastic applause of the large audiences which greeted 
them day after day. Yes, and night after night, for despite the 
fatigue of sitting through the enactment of, what must be 
acknowledged, too lengthy programmes, there were few vacant 
seats, and these in the topmost gallery. 

The wayfarer who went to these meetings expecting to see 
the “strong-minded woman,” as she is depicted by the pen of 
the satirist, or the brush of him who “does sketches” for the 
magazines, met with a complete surprise. She of the straight 
skirt, unornamented bodice, short hair, and derby hat was no- 
where to be seen. A handsomer, more elegantly attired com- 
pany of ladies it would be hard to find. The quiet elegance of 
the costume of Mme. Demorest, who attended the Council, had 
many a counterpart upon the platform. There was perhaps an 
unusual absence of bangs, but this only showed to a better ad- 
vantage the intellectual foreheads of the human faces divine, 
and severity of outline was relieved by puffs and pompadours. 
Silvery white, indeed, were the heads of those who began the 
struggle for woman’s rights forty years ago. What pluck, what 
perseverance, what untiring zeal, and above all, what strong 
conviction they have shown! During this period, they have 
seen many wrongs righted, and who is there to prophesy that 
ere these forty years have doubled themselves there will be any 
need of a woman’s suffrage association, just as there is now no 
longer any need of an anti-slavery society? And we are here 
reminded of the interesting fact that in looking over the names 
of the “pioneer” suffragists we find many that are inscribed 
on that other roll of honor which bears the names of the aboli- 
tionists. That some of the women’s rights folks, however, have 
not yet learned the first great lesson of human rights is alto- 
gether too plainly seen when it is remembered how some of 
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them behaved at Senator Palmer’s reception, on account of the 
presence of Fred. Douglas. We venture that no one of the 
delegates from abroad but was glad and happy to shake the 
hand of Douglas. And yet these people, sullied of heart 
and dwarfed of conscience, scorning even the presence of the 
“old man eloquent,” would take great pains to receive a hand- 
shake from the foreigners. Of course your readers have read 
most of the speeches delivered at the Council, save, perhaps, 
those of Friday morning, delivered at that packed house of 
“women alone,’—women who listened to revelations new to 
them, who left that house with aspirations higher than they had 
ever felt before, though perhaps feeling more keenly than ever 
before the weight of life’s responsibilities. For ourselves, we 
agree with Miss Willard in thinking that the men ought to have 
been there too,—but then there wasn’t any room for them. 
Leaving out the suffrage question entirely, the women of this 


age are doing a great work for humanity, and we join with the 
poet Whittier in saying :— 


“Press on! and if we may not share 
The glory of your fight, 
We'll ask at least in earnest prayer 
God's blessing on the right.” 


— Miss C. L. Franklin, in Pioneer Press, Martinsburg, W. Va. 
eS Se en el 


“Tr I were asked,” says Max Muller, “under what sky the 
human mind has most fully developed some of its choicest 
gifts, has most deeply pondered on the problems of life, and 
has found solutions of some of them which well deserve the 
attention of even those who have studied Plato and Kant, I 
should point to India. . . . India of a thousand or two thou- 
sand years ago—ay, the India of to-day—is full of problems, 
the solution of which concerns all of us, even in this Europe of 
the nineteenth century.” 
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CALL TO PRAYER. 


ON BEHALF OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS, TO BE 
HELD IN LONDON, FROM THE 9TH TO THE IQTH OF JUNE, 1888. 


Tue COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE, 
To the Pastors and Teachers of the Church of God in the 
British Isles, and on the Continents of Europe and America. 


DeaR BRETHREN :—We would with all respect and affection 
approach you, with the same request for prayer to Almighty 
God our Heavenly Father, which we have addressed to all the 
European and American missionaries and their converts labor- 
ing in all parts of the habitable world.* We desire to realize 
the true oneness of the Church of God in all her branches, and 
scattered fields of labor—a unity felt and enjoyed at the foot- 
stool of the one “ God and Father of all.” 

In looking to the foreign fields of the Church’s labors, we 
have great cause for rejoicing in the blessings which have 
accompanied the preaching of the Gospel by the missionaries 
of the Church of Christ during the last hundred years of mod- 
ern missionary effort, whereby about three millions from among 
the heathen are at this hour‘found gathered into the fellowship 
of the Church on earth, and many more into the Church in 
heaven ; while at the same time large tribes of our fellow-men, 
who were sunk in the grossest barbarism and superstition, have 
been socially elevated, and have derived manifold secondary 
benefits from the preaching of the glorious Gospel of the grace 
of God. 

But while we are unceasingly grateful to God for the great 
things accomplished in the past, we lament over the feebleness 
of the efforts put forth by the churches of Christ, and we mourn 
over the great and increasing mass of heathenism which still 
confronts the Church in this nineteenth century of the Christian 

* Eight thousand copies of a circular like this were sent out in February, which 
was forwarded by the missionary societies of Europe and America (to all their 


agents, to be communicated to the three millions of converts from among the 
heathen, in their many languages. 
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era. It is one great object of the Conference to be assembled 
in June, to look this appalling fact fully in the face, and by 
applying the lessons taught by the past to the conditions of the 
present, to exert more adequate efforts for the evangelization 
of the world than have been put forth heretofore. For this end 
we would earnestly seek the awakening of a mission spirit for 
the conversion of the heathen, assured that it will return in as 
rich blessing on the Church’s work at home as was seen in the 
revival ‘of the spiritual life of the churches of this country a 
hundred years ago. 

Our great object in now addressing you is to ask you to call 
upon your people to unite with you in prayer and supplication 
for a Pentecostal -blessing on the Conference, from Sunday, the 
3d of June, to Tuesday, the 19th of the same, being the week 
before, and the ten days during which, the Conference will be in 
session. 

Pray that, under God, the Conference may be the means of 
introducing a new era in missionary enterprise. That it may 
hasten the day when “the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord.” 

We do not prescribe hours or lay down a list of subjects for 
prayer. The one special gift which includes all “ good things,” 
is the gift of the Holy Spirit, whose presence we seek in all the 
plenitude of his grace and power. But may we ask that the 
Sundays falling on the roth and 17th of June, and the prayer- 
meetings held in the second and third weeks of that month, 
may be made occasions for special public prayer on behalf of 
the Conference, and to urge on families and individual Chris- 
tians the duty of making these weeks a season of social and 
private prayer for those important meetings, when many hun- 
dreds of the representatives of almost every Protestant mission 
will be assembled from all lands, “with one accord in one 
place,” —a pledge, we trust, of a Pentecostal blessing. 

Let us encourage one another in the thought that unnum- 
bered brethren throughout the whole world are uniting in the 
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same prayer. We have good reason to hope that this will be 
the most universal cry that has ever gone up from this sinful 
world, for one definite object, into the ear of “the Lord of 
Sabaoth.” Most of all would we strengthen our mutual faith 
and trust in the oath and promise of God made in the dark 
hour of Israel’s apostacy. “As truly as I live, all the earth 
shall be filled with the glory of the Lord” (Numbers 14: 21) ; 
and by looking to the sure word of prophecy, “ For the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
_ the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2: 14). But let us remem- 
ber that along with the assured promises and prophecies of the 
Word of God (Ezek. 36: 33-36) there is coupled the pre- 
scribed duty of earnest, humble, importunate, united, and be- 
lieving prayer. ‘“ Thus saith the Lord, I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them”’ (Ezek. 
36: 37). And let us go to our Father in heaven with the 
argument put into our mouth by his own Son, “If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him.” We are, dear brethren, 
Yours in the Lord, 


(Signed) ABERDEEN, President. 
H. M. MATHESON, 
EDWARD B. UNDERHILL, 
S. G. GREEN, ) 
HENRY Morris, Fon, Secs. 
J. SHARP, 
JAMES JOHNSTON, Secrefary. 


f Chairmen. 


——_—_——_—_- 9 —_____ 
MISSIONARY COSTUMES. 
For the past two months the receipts for costumes have 


been as follows :— 


‘“‘The Little Giants,” Richmond, Me 
Auxiliary, Amesbury, Mass. ......-... soc ccccccccccccecccccccccs 
Mrs. R. J. Morrill, Canterbury, N. H. .ceecseccecccdessecerecees 
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Societies desiring to have the exercises and costumes during 
the summer or early fall months should engage them soon, if 
possible. For the present, one set of costumes for the dialogue 
‘Sowing Light” will be kept in circulation in the West. Send 
orders for costumes, or contributions, to Kate J. Anthony, 40 
Summer Street, Providence, R. I. 








FROM THE FIELD. 





ONE KIND OF A SCHOOL. 
BY S. P. B. 

T is especially for the children of our native Christians and 
the women newly converted from the heathen, and their 
children ; and, besides, two of the Bible School students’ wives, 
who are not advanced enough to go into the classes of the 
Bible School women, are in it. In all, there are about forty ; 
and they range from two months old to fifteen or sixteen years, 
—from the alphabet to geography, grammar, and decimal 
fractions,—a pretty good range of age and studies. John 
Sinclair’s eldest daughter, Hemalota, assists one hour in teach- 
ing the youngest ones their letters, for which she will get forty 
cents a month. She is a nice, capable girl, and loves to work 
for Jesus, among the ignorant ones about her. Last year, 
Joseph Odel’s wife, Du-lar-di, was my pupil, and I am glad to 
have her this year. She had forgotten nothing in her four 
months’ vacation, and is the same earnest learner that she was 
then. Her children are more manageable than they were last 
year. (How I wish some body or bodies would send a box of 
small colored blocks for these eighteen little ones to play with, 
and learn to count by!) The other Bible student’s wife, Setd, 
reads with Du-lar-di. They two make one class. This Seta is 
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a very sweet girl, simple, childlike, and an eager learner. She 
comes in the morning, a fourth of a mile, bringing her precious 
two-months-old morsel of humanity with a loving, dainty, care- 
fulness beautiful to see. She has a charming way of arranging 
the little fellow on the soft white cloths laid for him on the mat, 
as if she was handling the most delicate porcelain, and was 
afraid of breaking it, while her eyes are filled with the doting 
fondness of a new mother’s love. These two little women are 
jewels, and I pray God that I may be the humble instrument 
of making them brighter. 

One of the newly converted heathen women makes the great- 
est effort to learn, but seems to lack the power to remember 
the letters. Her three children are learning well. One of them 
is beginning to read, but I am sorry to say she seems to think 
herself better than her mother, on account of this. [An ex- 
perience not confined to heathen lands.—Epb.] This school is 


my delight, and my happiest hours are spent in it. Not much 
like a home school, but more satisfactory than any home school 
I ever taught. 


a 


LIFE MOSAIC, 


ASTER! to do great work for Thee, my hand 
Is far too weak! Thou givest what may suit,— 

Some little chips to cut with care minute, 
Or tint, or grave, or polish. Others stand 
Before their quarried marble, fair and grand, 

And make a life-work of the great design 

Which thou has traced; or, many-skilled combine 
To build vast temples gloriously planned ; 

Yet take the tiny stones which I have wrought, 

Just one by one, as they were given by Thee, 

Not knowing what came next in Thy wise thought. 
Set each stone by Thy master-hand of grace ; 

Form the mosaic as Thou wilt for me, 
And in Thy temple pavement give it place. 

—Frances Ridley Havergal. 
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HELPS FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS. 





[Owing to the fact that the exercise under this heading in the November HELPER 
was upon Africa, the subject of study for this month, we refer those of our readers, 
who wish to use that subject for their June meeting, to that number. For the help 
of others, we give the following extract from a valuable article by Sir William 
Hunter, in Zhe London Times. The article may be read in paragraphs by different 
members of the Auxiliary, and then discussed. This will make a variety from the 


ordinary questioning. ] 
HINDOOISM. 
INDOOISM is a social organization and religious confed- 
eracy. Asa social organization it rests on caste, with its 
roots deep down in the tribal elements of the. Indian people. 
As a religious. confederacy, it represents the coalition of the 
cultured faith of the Brahmans with the ruder rites and materi- 
alistic beliefs of the more backward races. In both aspects 
Hindooism is a deliberate system of compromise. For the 
highest minds it has a monotheism as pure as, and more philo- 
sophical than, the monotheism of Islam. To less elevated 
thinkers it presents the triune conception of the Deity as the 
Creator, the Preserver, and the Destroyer—with the deeper 
doctrine superadded, that destruction and reproduction are 
fundamentally one and the same process. To the materialistic 
multitude it offers the infinite phases of divine power as objects 
of adoration, with calm indifference as to whether they are 
worshiped as symbols of the unseen Godhead, or as bits of tin- 
sel and blocks of wood and stone. It resolutely accepts the 
position that the spiritual needs of races differ in each stage of 
their development, and that man most naturally worships what 
for the time being he most reverences or most fears. On this 
foundation Hindooism has built up the enduring but ever- 
changing structure of Indian ritual and belief. 

As a social organization, Hindooism is even more fundamen- 
tally based upon compromise. It declares, under solemn sanc- 
tions, the immutable ordinance of caste, and it asserts in lofty 
language the unapproachable, God-given supremacy of the 
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Brahmans. But it skilfully adapts these doctrines to the actual 
facts. It finds in India a vast number of communities, more or 
less isolated by geographical position, by occupation, or by race. 
It accepts the customs and internal life of each of these commu- 
nities as the proper and normal status of that individual com- 
munity or caste. But it holds out to all an ascending scale to a 
higher life—the life of ceremonial purity, of self-discipline, and 
of religious restraint, which is the ideal life of the Brahman, If 
any community or caste is to rise in the social scale, it must be 
by an increase of ceremonial purity. Accordingly, when any 
caste becomes rich or influential, its first ambition is to draw 
tighter its internal discipline and its religious restraints. In 
some cases they have abandoned their laborious low-caste occu- 
pations for higher employments. In others they have assumed 
the sacred thread of the ‘‘‘[wice-born.’’ But in addition to 
such individual examples, the constant presentment of a higher- 
caste life tends to a general upward movement in religious re- 
straints as the wealth of the population increases. The back- 
ward races outside the pale of Hindooism set up a Hindoo 
priest and a Hindoo god, and become recognized as low-caste 
Hindoos. The more energetic or more fortunate of the low 
castes within the Hindoo pale gradually raise themselves to 
higher standards of ceremonial purity. There is, therefore, a 
plasticity as well as a rigidity in caste... . 

Brahman theology declares that later customs, or later doc- 
trines, are less binding than the older sacred books, and has 
always allowed an appeal back from the Puranas of medizval 
Hindooism to the ancient Veda. This appeal has been boldly 
made by the educated Hindoos under British rule, and it is 
found that the most irksome ceremonial restraints of modern 
Hindooism derive no support from that venerable scripture. 
Even the orthodox educated Brahams now perceive that those 
restraints rest upon medizval custom, and not upon Vedic in- 
spiration ; and they are gradually admitting that custom, although 
not lightly to be changed, must, in the end, adjust itself to the 
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conditions of modern life. In regard to widow-burning, to in- 
fant marriage, to widow remarriage, to crossing the Black Water, 
and to various inhumane rites, the appeal to the Veda has been 
successfully made. In some cases the custom has been given 
up; in others it is seen to depend on religious or domestic 
usages, which, however binding, are yet susceptible of change. 
Hindooism has solved the social problems of the new Indian 
world, or is gradually finding solutions for them. It has frankly 
accepted English education and the modern methods of success 
in life. And when once Hindooism fairly incorporates a new 
idea, the new idea becomes an enduring part of its own ancient 
structure. Meanwhile, for the few who pass from its higher 
castes to Christianity, many rise in the scale of ceremonial purity 
within its own body, and multitudes of the backward races enter 
its pale. 








WORDS FROM HOME WORKERS. 





Iowa. 


BRYANTBURG.—We had an excellent public meeting in March. 
Although we can not meet often, our meetings are very interest- 
ing, especially to those who wish to be interested, and we are 
trying to get others to think of how much they also owe the 
blessed Master. Pray for us, that we may do some good. 
Dear Sister McKenney helped us so much last fall, when she 
visited us, and re-organized us! We never had been really or- 
ganized before, but a few of us were paying dues. I must not 
tire you, but I wanted you to pray for us, that we may all learn 
more and more of this blessed work. L. E. HARRINGTON. 
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MICHIGAN. 


Union.—I am glad to send you a report of our work at this 
place. Though it seems small, we hope for greater things in 
future, and it is “ God who gives the increase.” On the 7th of 
April we had a missionary concert, consisting of recitations and 
the dialogue “Sowing Light,” with the costumes. Inez Miller 
recited “The Little Red Box,” and when it was returned there 
were $3.20 therein. The children’s exercises were closed by 
the Lord’s Prayer by little Ethel Stamp. A mission band has 
since been started with five members, with a prospect of many 
more at the next meeting. We are hoping to organize a young 
ladies’ society soon, and our success will depend much on the 
visit of Miss Ida Phillips to inspire us to greater efforts in the 
Master’s work. Seeing is believing with some, and we hope 
much good will be the result of her coming here. The Wom- 
an’s Society hopes to send fifty cents per member of our church 
to the home and foreign work this year. 

CARRIE WHEAT, Sec. 


CALHOUN AND NorRTH BRANCH Q. M.—The W. M. Society 
of the Calhoun and North Branch Q. M. held a memorial meet- 
ing at South Litchfield, Saturday evening, April 21, 1888, in 
memory of Mrs. J. A. DeBow, president of the Q. M. W. M.S., 
instead of their regular public meeting. Mrs. A. Southwell pre- 
sided. The meeting was opened with music, entitled, “ Gather- 
ing Home.” Scripture reading and prayer by her pastor, J. A. 
Jackson. After singing by the choir, “When We get Home,” 
the following resolutions were read by Mrs. Theo. Cook, and 
adopted :— 

Whereas, The hand of death has entered our Q. M. W. M. 
Society, and removed our president, Mrs. J. A. DeBow, we de- 
sire to testify to her memory in view of her services, courage 
and fidelity to the Master’s work, therefore, 


Resolved, That while we mourn her loss, we cherish the mem- 
ory of her friendship and devoted Christian life as a legacy that 
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can not be taken from us. Though her presence is gone from 
our society meetings, we will try to say, ‘‘ Thy will be done, dear 
Lord,” praying that as the faithful ones lay off the armor, we 
who remain may be incited to renewed diligence in this work. 

Resolved, That we respectfully present to the desolate husband 
and children, whose sorrow is deepest, our tender sympathies, 
imploring the consolation of Him who healeth the broken- 
hearted, and bindeth up their wounds. 

Resolved, That a copy be sent to the bereft family and the 
MISSIONARY HELPER, also placed on the records of the society. 


Mrs. E. French then read a sketch of the life of Mrs. DeBow, 
in which many interesting facts were given in reference to our 
deceased sister. A solo, entitled “Ashamed of Jesus,” was sung 
by Miss Lucie Whitney. She was followed by Miss Lida De- 
Bow, who read by request the paper, “ How shall Woman work 
for the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom here on Earth?” 
which was the last article written by Mrs. DeBow, and read by 
her at the public meeting held at Cook’s Prairie, Feb. 25, 1888. 
After music entitled ‘Softly the Daylight Faded,” remarks were 
made by Bros. J. A. Jackson, Ford, and C. H. Jackson, in which 
her beauty of character, her consistent Christian life, and her 
willingness to work for the Master, were referred to. The ex- 
ercises were closed by a song by the choir, “The Lamb is the 
Light thereof.”” Benediction by Bro. Pease. 

Mrs. E. L. Owen, Sec. pro tem. 


WISCONSIN. 


Our W. M. S. connected with the Free Baptist church of 
Honey Creek was organized in 1886, and since that time we 
have been trying to do what we could. During the last two 
years we have raised nearly $75. The most of it has been for 
the benefit of the “ Coldren Fund.” We met and reorganized 
April 21, with fourteen members, and hope to have as many 
more join us. The officers were elected as follows: president, 
Mrs. Mary Hubbard ; vice-president, Miss May Fowler ; secre- 
tary and treasurer, Miss Della Morse ; agent for HELPER, Mrs. 





THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 205 





A. A. Hoyt. Our meetings are well attended by the faithful 
few, and by them esteemed interesting and profitable. 

The following resolutions were passed on the death of our 
esteemed sister and president, Miss Alice Prout, who departed 
this life April 9, 1888, after painful suffering with that dreadful 
disease, consumption :— 


Resolved, That this society express the great loss we feel in 
the death of our beloved sister and president, Miss Alice Prout, 
whose presence has so often cheered and aided our meetings ; 
and that we unite in thanksgiving for the bright spirit that ani- 
mated her in her sufferings, and the abundant evidence that is 
left us that she is at rest with her Saviour. 

Resolved, That we appreciate the faithfulness that has marked 
the efforts of our sister among us, and will cherish in. memory 
her work and her example. 

Resolved, That we express to the bereaved family our heart- 
felt sympathy, and commend them to the care of our loving 
Saviour, who has said, “ [I will not leave you comfortless.”’ 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the 
HELPER for publication, and also a copy forwarded to the par- 
ents of the deceased. 

DELLA Morse, 
May Fow .er, Committee. 
CARRIE STETSON, 


DELLA Morse, Sec. 








For pleasure or pain, for weal or for woe— 

Tis the law of our being—we reap what we sow; 

We may try to avoid them, may do what we'will, 

But our acts, like our shadows, will follow us still. 


The world is a wonderful chemist, most sure, 

And detects in a moment the base or the pure ; 

We may boast of our claim to genius or birth, 

But the world takes a man for just what he’s worth. 


ee a 


KINDLY satire is sometimes the best antidote for folly. 
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HOME DEPARTMENT. 





INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL. 


BY M. A. BRENNAN. 


UCH has been written of the Council lately held at Wash- 
ington,—of its organization, its work and personalities, — 

but it'may come with some degree of freshness to speak of its 
character. For this Council was a collective woman formed of 
the individualities of many women; yes, and of the spirits of 
many more women, dead and living, embodied in it; and all 
these made it not a dead and half unconscious sounding ma- 
chine, but what the Scriptures would call a “ living creature.” 
Nor is it dead, nor can it die. We may yet look into the soul 
of it to see if haply we may be able to discover “ what manner of 
spirit’ it is of. And first, by what forces has it been evolved? 
It may be, my sisters, that a voice divine has commanded it 
from the abyss of possibilities into the midst of the living actual- 
ities of to-day. It isno exaggeration to say that the meeting of 
this Council is a stupendous event for one-half the human race, 
and by relation and in results, for the whole human family. To 
the eyes still having clay on them, this new creature may appear 
a monster ; but to the clarified vision, it appears, sharing only 
what was best in the individual parts, and these individuals are 
among the best and the purest of the peoples. This Council 
was not the’ expression of any dissatisfaction with woman’s 
sphere, as fixed by nature, or decreed by grace. It was not an 
effort to “ape men.” If it were, then was it indeed a failure. 
In spirit and aim it is not like anything of the kind that men 
have ever held. Women are beginning to appreciate the kind 
of nature God has given them too well to ape any finite intelli- 
gence of the universe. Some wil] not even sing, “‘I want to be 
an angel,” content to be the peace party of the race human, of 
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the type of the man Christ Jesus. Let us look elsewhere for the 
reason of what has so much interested us. 

There is a great awakening among women. A sense of duty 
and responsibility, with belief of possibility and power, stir within 
them. Growing up with this consciousness is the positive 
knowledge that the moral work of the world has not been done, 
—that it is yet put aside, as of less importance than material in- 
terests, that while the “Aings of humans have been attended to, 
humans themselves have been neglected+ Some laborer in the 
vineyard of the world is delinquent ; some other laborer, active 
but unskilled, has marred more than mended. Woman finds 
herself to be the truant from duty; man, unfitted by nature, 
practice, opinion, is the bungler who has taken her place. From 
her office as helpmate for humanity, she has been excluded. 
Alas for poor humanity! and alas for her that she has been so 
long content to sit at ease in Zion ! 

Far back in the religious history of the race, the Heavenly 
Father made certain precious promises to his children, which 
promises they have been slow to claim. ‘The seed of the 
woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.” How blind have been 
our eyes to the truth of these divine words, that only love in- 
carnate, patience, and purity constitute the good which shall 
“overcome evil.”” These qualities are feminine, and in woman 
are her fairest features. So real to the prophet who uttered 
them were some of these promises that they already seemed in 
possession. “God gave the word, and the women who pub- 
lished it were a great host.’’ Is not this in process of fulfillment 
in our time? Were the forces and energies that shall fulfill it 
ever so active as at this Women’s Council? Moses’ prayer was 
at last answered! In that live assembly, “all the people proph- 
esied”’: ‘I will pour out of my spirit, and your daughters and 
handmaids shall preach.” Jeremiah slept, and was blessed with 
a fair vision, and heard gracious words: “The Lord hath cre- 
ated a new thing in the earth; a woman shall encompass a 
man.” Now what is this but that the female principle shall 
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prevail. Peace, purity, self-sacrifice, the life-sustaining rather 
than the life-destroying force shall be in the ascendant, and as a 
result of this “new thing,” the Word declares that “ yet again 
shall they use this speech in the land of Judah; the Lord bless 
thee, O habitation of justice, O mountain of holiness.” And 
cheered by this glorious hope, the sad heart of the “‘ Weeping 
Prophet ”’ for once rejoiced. “ Upon this I awaited and beheld, 
and my sleep was sweet unto me.” This, then, the divine in- 
tention, has evolved the Woman’s Council, and this is the energy, 
in all such movements, in this, the best age of the world. The 
evidence of its origin is seen in the character of this living creat- 
ure. It is a living epistle, which may be read of all. How 
grandly cosmopolitan in spirit it was. No jealous or narrow 
feeling of nationality limited its sympathies. Mrs. Scatcherd of 
England but spoke the sentiment of the collective heart when 
she pronounced that “ the wrong done to the black, but beloved 
African bride of the pale-faced English nobleman, when he no 
longer lived to defend her, is a wrong done to every woman of 
every nation on the earth.” ‘There were gathered into that 
grand woman’s conception of fraternity, native and foreign, 
black and white. Every outcast, abused, degraded one found a 
sister ; every orphan child a mother. This world-wide expan- 
sion of the mother-heart will do more than anything else to beat 
swords into plow-shares and spears into pruning-hooks. 

The Council was of a high order of intelligence. In no case 
did a speech, or the matter of it, sink below a fair average. In 
most the matter alone would be worthy attention ; but, delivered 
with intense conviction, expressing high aims and faith and hope, 
it will be impossible to forget counsel so given. [I still find vivid 
in my mind the opening paper of Mrs. Cady Stanton. During 
the reading of it, I was constantly reminded of the spirit of 
Gladstone. The saying of an English historian that ‘“ women 
are born rulers,” also occurred to me. In Miss Frances Willard 
(that Nemesis of the liquor traffic) there appears a combination 





THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 209 





of the rarest qualities,—the strength and tenderness that make 
the successful leader whom ordinary mortals follow to death ; 
the strength that compels obedience, the tenderness that makes 
obedience better than liberty, and that soothes pride into hu- 
mility. Should her mantle fall upon a thousand, each will have 
enough to make a prophet. The White Cross movement has a 
noble representative in Mrs. Chant of England. If it be the 
prerogative of eloquence to make the hearer feel with the 
speaker, then she is eloquent. We felt, as she did, the bitterest 
indignation against the destroyer, and loathing of the impurity 
that has been extended by law and society to his work of de- 
struction. We wept with her over the desolations of the be- 
traved, and the misery of the lost; and best effect of her mar- 
velous power, we wanted to be with her as saviours of these 
wretched. It was a never-to-be-forgotten tableau when Miss 
Willard, with irrepressible enthusiasm, arose, and joining hands 
with this sweet woman, in generous appreciation, invoked bless- 
ings on America and England, again united in noble work for 
world saving. All the more to be remembered is this scene that 
Miss Willard is now “ making history,” and Laura Ormiston 
Chant, poet, orator, and philanthropist, is the near descendant 
of America’s friend, the English statesman, Edmund Burke. 
As a conspicuous example of the intelligence of this Council, I 
must mention Mrs. Barry, Knight of Labor. The wonderful 
effect this woman produced on the hearers was no doubt largely 
the result of her magnetism working on their minds, but her 
subject, “The Condition of Labor: Its Claims, Rights, and 
Possibilities,” is one of the vital questions of the day. A few 
years ago, this fiery soul was cool, working with bared hand in 
a factory, for bread for her little ones. Now she is a leader of 
the people, even of the men. Were I in France, and this a 
French woman, I would utter a prophecy, but as it is, I have but 
a dim vision. 

During that memorable week at Washington, many mistakes 
were corrected. Qualities supposed to be wanting in the female 
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nature were discovered to be in lovely and lively exercise. 
“Women lack pity for their own sex?’’ Why, the very soul of 
the Council was the love and compassion of woman for woman. 
“Women are incapable of friendship?” The life-long friend- 
ship, deepening into sisterhood, in the women of various benev- 
olent movements represented may well lay this ghost of an an- 
cient slander. “Women are only emotional?” The stern 
logic, the practical aims, the tenacious hold of first principles 
displayed in all these exercises, may well excite the emulation 
of the “ logical sex.” 

This Council was eminently Christian. In all that Christianity 
implies of active love, universal sympathy, Christ-like self-sur- 
render, its Christian character was evidenced, and it remains a 
living proof of how little mere dogma has to do with the Christ- 
type. God was acknowledged in-all its ways. He was praised 
for every good thought uttered, his blessing asked on all work 
planned, and yet many nationalities, every shade of politics, and 
conflicting creeds were on that platform. Surely, the glorious 
intentions of these women to create a Better social order, to 
break down distinctions of class, and to do away with sectarian- 
ism in religion, to remove everything that divides, making im- 
possible the hopes of fraternity divinely raised, and everlastingly 
preached, should receive the homage and aid of every follower 
of the Lord. } 

For myself, when I see the just ministering to the unjust in 
jails, when I see the lovely, the pure walker of the streets in 
pitying search for the impure street-walker, when I see these 


women in a fiery furnace of shame and anguish for their lost 
sisters, I also see One walking with them like unto the Son of 
God. 

The first International Council of women is past. The Col- 
lective Woman is resolved again into the individuals that formed 
her, and these have returned to their cities and States and con- 
tinents, and to the isles of the seas. But the spirit of the “ Liv- 
ing Creature’? has passed into each individual member, and so 
has attained life more abundantly. 
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‘6 7 EMME, oh, lemme take just one, Tom. ’Deed, indeed, 
I’m most a-starvin’. Reckon yer never knowed what it 
were ter be es hungry es I be, or yer’d lemme take jess one.” 

“Oh, Meg, don’t you think I’m just as hungry as you are 
now? Didn’t I give you half of my breakfast besides your 
own?” 

The speakers were a boy and a girl whose clothes, all ragged 
and torn, betokened poverty of the saddest kind, and they were 
standing in front of the window of a baker’s shop, out of which 
a pane of glass had been broken, leaving in easy reach tempting 
looking rolls and biscuits. 

“‘Can’t help it, Tom, I’m most a-starvin’. ’Ndaed, ’n’ double 
{ am, an’ yer must jess let me take one, only one.” 

“No, no, Meg. Come, don’t look at them any more ; come 
away.” 

*Can’t, Tom. I must jess have one ; nobody a’n’t a-lookin’ 
now.” 

“Yes, Meg, God’s looking.” 

“T don’t b’lieve ’e is, Tom. I think he’s jess dun forgot all 
about me an’ you since mame died.” 

“No, he hasn’t, Meg. God never forgets.” 

“Then ’e don’t care. Jess o¢ lief we’d starve es not.”’ 

“Oh, Meg, you know he wouldn’t.”’ 

“Don’t either, Tom. A’n’t you asked ’im this mornin’ to 
give us daily bread, an’ ’e a’n’t done it.” 

“Mother said we must keep on asking him for what we want- 
ed; that he mightn’t give it right away.”’ 
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“Tom,” said Meg very solemnly, “’f you b’lieve ’e cares, I 
won’t tetch nothin’; but p’r’aps ’f we go back an’ ask again fur 
the bread an’ things we'll git it.’’ 

As she spoke, she put in Tom’s the hand that had been 
stretched out to take what did not belong to her, and as he took 
it she added :— 

“ Reckon I a’n’t quite a-starvin’, Tom, an’ p’r’aps he’ll give 
us something soon.” 

“ Meg,” said a gentle voice, and a strange hand was laid on 
the child’s shoulder. Both the hand and voice belonged to a 
lady who, waiting to have an order filled, had been sitting in the 
baker’s shop, out of sight but not out of hearing. ‘“ Meg,” she 
repeated,“ God heard Tom’s prayer this morning, and he is 
going to let me give you bread and things to-day. Come, we’ll 
go where we can get some nice hot coffee ;’’ and in a few mo- 
ments the two children found themselves seated before a table 
in a modest little eating-house. It was then that Meg’s voice 
was heard for the first time, as the lady turned to give her or- 
ders to the waiter. 

‘“Tom,” she said, in a half whisper, “a’n’t she beautiful, and 
a’n’t God good. He a’n’t forgot me an’ you, an’ I’m glad I 
never tetched nothin’ in the winder.” 

Such a meal as they had—hot rolls, coffee, beefsteak, and 
potatoes! It was like a royal banquet to the two hungry chil- 
dren ; but in the midst of it Meg stopped eating, and gazed so 
steadily at her benefactress that the lady smilingly asked :— 

“ Well, what is it, Meg?” 

“ T’s a-thinkin’ an’ a-wonderin’ ’f all the angels is es beautiful 
es you be.” 

“Why, Meg, the angels are all much more beautiful than I 
am.” 

“ Don’t care ’f they’s a million times beautifuller ; I couldn’t 
never like none of ’em ’s much ’s I like you.” 

It was a different kind of thanks from what the lady had been 
in the habit of receiving, but she felt it was the most beautiful 
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and the most sincere she ever had ; and finding that the chil- 
dren were waifs, having been left alone in the world by the 
death of their mother two days before, she determined to make 
it her duty to see that they never again went hungry while she 
had enough and to spare. They were God’s poor, and she 
was his servant, put here, perhaps, for the very purpose of min- 
istering to them. 

“Tom,” said Meg, when they had eaten all they wanted, “ I 
feel ’s I’d jess like ter thank Him after all, it was so good.” 

“You can, Meg, right here.” They did it. “ Just think it, 
and He’ll know.” 

Meg did think it, with closed eyes and head bowed rever- 
ently, and it was a simple, earnest little prayer that ascended 
to the throne of grace at that moment.—A. Weston, in Light 
of Home. 


—— oo 


WHAT MAIDIE DID. 


“HE box was all packed, and stood by the door; 
*Twas going a journey the round world o’er ; 
There was nothing to do but nail down the lid, 
Save this one little thing that Maidie did. 


Maidie sat on the door-step, Pegg on her arm, 
Holding her tight and keeping her warm ; 

She was not very much of a doll, poor Pegg, 
With her head almost off, and only one leg. 


She was all Maidie had, though,—her dearest and best, 
Next to papa and mamma and all of the rest, 

And now her poor brain was all in a whirl 
At the thought that many a poor little girl, 


Where the big box was going, had naught so good 
As queer little Pegg, and do what she would, 

The question kept coming—‘‘ Ought Peggy to go 
In the box o’er the sea, when she loved her so?” 
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‘She would roll up a rag doll—wouldn’t that do? 

Or she’d save all her pennies the whole year through, 
For the nicest French dolly in all the big store, 

But then, that couldn’t go in the box by the door. 


‘* The sweetest—the bestest—the minister said—” 
And softly she patted Pegg’s little tow head, 
Kissed her poor faded lips, with a sob raised the lid— 
* * * * 
Can you guess for me now what our Maidie did? 
—Leaflet. 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Ir is always pleasant in reading the annual reports of the 
auxiliaries to find that they have appointed agents for the 
HELPER. Do not forget it, sisters. . . . No one who realizes 
the significance of the Woman’s Council will regret the space 
given to it in this number. We get original views of it through 
the different standpoints occupied by our sisters who tell us of 
it this month. . . . We were very glad to listen to an interest- 
ing paper on that same subject, before the Providence W. C. 
T. U., by Mrs. M. M. Brewster. Mrs. Brewster sailed for 
England May 26, to attend the General Conference of Missions 
that meets June g to 1g. After this, she will travel some on 
the continent, study the McCall Mission, and visit points of 
interest... . The Missionary Review of the World for June 
shows the same enterprise and energy which generally mark its 
character. We run our eye down the “ Contents” page with a 
sort of wonder how the editors manage to lay the whole mis- 
sionary world under contribution, and compress such an amount 
and variety of sterling matter into a single number, however 
ample its pages. We are not surprised that the publishers say 
that “the circulation has doubled in three months.”” Published 
by Funk & Wagnalls, 18 & 20 Astor Place, New York. ‘Two 
dollars per year; 25 cts. for single numbers. In clubs of ten, 
$1.50. 
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PREMIUM OFFERS. 


Any one sending the names of three new subscribers for one 
year, beginning July, ’88, will be entitled to one copy free. 

Any one sending the names of six new subscribers for one 
year, beginning July, ’88, will be entitled to two copies free, or 
a copy of “ Historical Sketches of Woman’s Missionary Socie- 
ties.” 

For a review of this work, see HELPER of November, ’87. 

We again call the attention of the friends of the HELPER to 
the midsummer premium offers, hoping many will avail them- 
selves of present opportunity for increasing the circulation of 
our magazine. It is especially desirable that the HELPER be 
presented at the Yearly and Quarterly Meetings, and for this 
purpose we will supply, gratuitously, sample copies upon appli- 
cation being received. 

Many appreciative words reach us from subscribers, and we 
are led thereby to desire that the helpfulness of the HELPER 
reach many more readers. 








CONTRIBUTIONS. 





F. B. WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Receipts for April, 1888, 


MAINE. Biddeford auxiliary new, one- 

Augusta, ‘Busy Bees,” for half each, Mrs. Lightner 
‘Chandbali, and on L. M. of and Miss Coombs... 

Eva Rockwood Farmington Falls auxiliary for 

Bath, ladies of North St. church e F. M..... ; tee 

for native teacher, $25.00; reene auxiliary, for Miss 

eneral fund, $2.00; and L. Coombs’s salary. 
M. Mrs. Ida L. Remick, Houlton, Mrs. B. Minard, Mrs. 
Mrs. Ella C. Hodgdon, $1.- E. W. Merritt, Mrs. W. P. 


S. Ts Kinney, each $1.00; Mrs. 
oo, Mrs. Mary E. Tarbox, oo R. White, 25 cts.; collection 


”™ oo $1.12, for F. M 
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J.ewiston auxiliary, Main Street, 
Miss Coombs’s salary 

North Berwick auxiliary, 2d ch. 
one-half each, Industrial 
dep’t at Storer College and 
Miss Coombs, $13.72; “Good 
Cheer Band,” for Miss I. 
Phillips, $2.09...seeseseeeee 

North Berwick auxiliary, First 
church coves 

North Boothbay, “ Willing 
Workers,” for Rag ed Sch. 

North Shapleigh auxiliary, for 
F.M 


eeeees 


ry, for 

teacher with Miss Hooper.. 
Richmond Village, “ Little Gi- 
ants,” for Miss I. Phillips, 
$5.00; general fund, $15.78 
Sanford auxiliary, F. M.....++. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Dover, Miss Carrie Hall of 
Washington St....eeceeseee 
Franklin Falls, ‘Golden Rule 
Workers,” for Ragged Sch 
at Midnapore ..ceececeseees 
Hampton auxiliary, for Mrs. 
Lightner’s salary... 
ake Village, Rev. Mr. and 
Mrs, J.L. Sinclair, for ‘‘Sin- 
clair <: Yempeeel at Bala- 
sore, India = 
New Durham auxiliary ........ 
North Nottingham auxiliary, 
for general fund .....-+se0- 
Laconia, Miss Band for Mrs. 
Li eg | for Laconia 
School, idnapore, lon 
auxiliary, for general fund 
12.00; all for L. M. Miss 
« EB. Rowe ..ccccccccccees 
‘Wolfboro, Mrs. P. H. Chesley, 
one-half each, H. and F. M. 


VERMONT. 


St. Johnsbury church, Mrs. 
mith’s Salary...escceseeeee 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Lowell auxiliary, Paige St. ch., 


NEW YORK. 
Buffalo, collected by Miss Phil- 


EDS cccccosccss toccene ioeuee 
West Stephentown, a friend of 
missions, for F. 


eeeeeesee 


24 82 


0o 
2 00 





| So. Limington, 


ILLINOIS. 


| Chicago, M. Holmes 


OHIO. 


| Seneca and Huron Q, M. Wal- 


lula Mission, $1.00; general 
fund, $11.00. ccccccrccee eee 


MICHIGAN. 
Batavia auxiliary, for F. M.... 


| Burlington auxiliary, Ed. fund, 


$1.00; H. M., $1.25; F. M., 
IsBE ccrccccccece aE cee 
Cook’s Prairie auxiliary, West- 
ern work, $4.00; Ed. fund, 
3.00 ° 
Cook’s Prairie, ‘‘Cheerful Work- 
ers,” for Gouri with Miss 
Hooper ccccccccccce . 
Calhoun and No. Branch Q. M. 
collection, Ed. fund, $1.00; 
H. M., $2.27; F. M. $2.27.. 
Grand Rapids Q, M. auxiliary, 
F.M ° ° 
Genesee Q, M. auxiliary, F. M. 
Hillsdale Q, M. auxiliary, F. M. 
Houlton and White River Q. M. 
AUXIiary...ccoccscecces vee 
Paw Paw auxiliary, F. M...... 
Pokagon, collection........... . 
oe Litchfield auxiliary, F. 


See eee eee eeeeserseseerere 


IOWA. 


Burr Oak church, F. M........ 
Van Wert, proceeds of quilt.... 


WISCONSIN. 


Dallas auxiliary.......e..e0- se5 
Honey Creek Q. M. collection.. 
Rochester, collection...... .... 
Sauk Co. Q. M.,Wis., Dell with 

Mrs. Smith ....ccccccccccce 
Winneconne auxiliary, Mrs. E. 

Cross for Miss Coombs.... 


MINNESOTA. 


| a auxiliary, general 


OG cin csc cusa dann sensnceres 


KANSAS. 


| Fairview auxiliary, F. M....... 


I 00 


Total....cccccccces $558 SI 
CorRRECTION.—In February receipts, 


| the credit to Parsonsfield, Me., Q. M 


auxiliary for $3.75 should have been to 


amount. 


e., church for that 


LaurRA A. DEMERITTE, Treas. 


Dover, N. H. 








